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{{FirstName or 'Friend'}},

Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) are large-scale batteries that store electricity and
release it when the grid needs additional capacity. These systems are a part of a clean,
affordable, and reliable grid. But as these systems become a growing part of Indiana’s
electricity mix, communities are facing new questions about their safety, impacts, and where
these facilities should be located.

HEC is hosting a webinar on October 20, “Dispelling Myths About Utility Scale
Batteries,” to provide the public, state lawmakers, and local officials with factual information
about battery storage technology and its role in Indiana’s energy system.

The webinar will feature Kayla Wright, Battery Specialist at Purdue University, and Sean
Coffington, Indiana Organizing Lead, with Rebecca TeKolste, HEC's Climate and
Energy Director, moderating. Speakers will explain how BESS technology works and when it
can be safely deployed, address misinformation being heard from local communities, and
discuss proposed projects and local ordinances. The event will also explore potential state
legislation in 2027 and give attendees an opportunity to ask questions about how decisions
about battery storage are made at both the state and local levels.

Register Now
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Petersburg Energy Center in Pike County. Image by Veselina Petrova.

White River Cleanups

Every year in September, multiple groups throughout the Upper White River Watershed
organize annual White River Cleanup events. From eastern Muncie to Indianapolis,
volunteers show up to remove trash, tires, and debris from the river and its banks. This year
Hamilton County decided to postpone their fall cleanup due to the historic flooding that many
communities experienced. They hope to reschedule for the spring of 2027.

Muncie-Delaware Clean and Beautiful hosted their 19th annual White River Cleanup on
Saturday, September 19th at Westside Park. The cleanup was sponsored by the Muncie
Sanitary District. Over 150 volunteers from numerous organizations and groups came
together that morning to clean over 15 miles of river throughout Delaware County.

On Sunday, September 20th, Friends of the White River and the White River Watchers of
Madison County hosted a river cleanup in Anderson and removed a lot of trash and debris
that washed up from the flood. Water Program & Policy Director, Jason Donati, represented
HEC at the cleanups, both of which were made possible with the support and equipment
supplied by Canoe Country in Daleville, Indiana.

Friends of White River is hosting another cleanup this Saturday, October 3 from 12-4:30
launching from Frank's Paddlesports Livery in Indianapolis. Sign up to join the fun here.



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.qgiv.com%2Ffor%2Fwhiterivercleanups%2Fevent%2F2026whiterivercanoecleanup10-3-26%2F%3Futm_id%3D97758_v0_s00_e0_tv2_a1demo0eccl4cg%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETFyMVJ6dGJiRDNadEpNUGZoc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlAr4sotCAbfhMp5ZdE-oVRdeDyvfsbCbS96D2bZA594uL7SbQC57l7IkDFO_aem_KmHAh-tbZfT6zJTb2v3tIA&h=AUBpt9rh9iC8SfEEpaNxMBVxO6afVCq1d83QQNuOPtuPS8gUDAD4qq0qKPA3_9gNl_QLlIL-haoU6t8i2_xdXrWFAjzENYBYbi4Pfxk86QGDjxqbB1ELl-ChtY8lsZ3rZ5ImbnglxcbXQMeQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUAYy347X1Z0z9gQQHWRPxiuTurzQgRsiK4rFkMHDMEGZAqWsivGZwhubriw_havOENr_fbsABSoC3TdH186xl-AiQmTk716du2o9MrVBQRjdz8wdNJ1j--5sZFLAGYQNyTP9u5086J0T5H1oJngIHbzoTL7lphZ60Rm7tKBb-mtQq4IaczuvhvhYWjSgjI&sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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DAF 101: What is a donor advised fund?

A donor advised fund is a charitable giving
account that allows donors to contribute
assets to a charitable fund and recommend
grants to eligible nonprofits over time.

If you have a DAF, Donor Advised Fund
Day, October 8, is a great time to consider
where you'd like your next grant to make an
impact. For HEC, DAF grants provided
important support for the work we do to
protect Indiana's environment. And if you're
not familiar with DAFs, today is a great day
to learn more about how they can fit into
your charitable giving_strategy.

Source Water Protection Week: Sept. 27- Oct. 3



https://philanthropy.org/resources/donor-advised-funds/what-is-a-daf/?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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Safe drinking water
. starts before the tap.

Protect the
Source

The Hoosier Environmental Council envisions an Indiana in which all residents have
abundant access to clean water. Clean water doesn’t come by accident; it begins with
dedicated people developing a plan and implementing best management practices that
protect land and water. HEC helps communities set goals and put together strategies that can
help ensure safe, and reliable drinking water through source water protection plans.

Source water protection focuses on preventing contamination before it reaches wells, rivers,
and reservoirs used for public drinking water. This is done by working with landowners,
municipalities, and community partners to help communities identify potential risks that could
lead to contaminated water. Source water protection week is a chance for HEC to raising
awareness about the importance of caring for our beautiful drinking water sources.

HEC has identified specific rural communities in the Upper White River Watershed and is
working with them to update their source water protection plans so that they meet the
changing needs of their area. Communities such as Atlanta, Arcadia, and Gaston have
finished their plans, and it shows their commitment to protecting groundwater, and is a
reflection of their dedication to environmental stewardship, public health, and water quality.


https://www.awwa.org/communications-and-outreach/source-water-protection-week/?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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HEC's Sustainable Agriculture Director, Toby Days (right), visits Atlanta Water Department
Superintendent, John Nikoloff (left), to work on their local source water protection plan.



Upcoming Events

The events below are in Eastern Standard Time unless otherwise denoted.

« September 29 | 11:00am - 12:30 PM | Building Resiliency at Any Scale: Collaborative
Partnerships, Farmland Preservations, and Pollinator Habitat, Virtual

« September 30 | 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM | Farmland Succession Café, Virtual

e October 5| 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM | Land of Opportunity: A Conference for Farmland Owners



https://tinyurl.com/5n9axa4e?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://ag.purdue.edu/department/extension/wia/landowners-conference.html?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

e October 6 | 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM | 2026 Indiana Energy_Conference, Hine Hall Auditorium
(IU Indianapolis / University Tower), 875 W North St, Indianapolis, IN 46202

e October 20 | 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM | Energy Storage 101, Virtual

e October 28 | 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM | Farmland Succession Cafe, Virtual

e October 29 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM | Carmel Green Initiative's Data Center Program, Carmel
Clay Public Library, 425 East Main Street, Carmel, IN 46023

* November 18-19 | 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM | Drive Clean Indiana's Crossroads Clean Tech
Conference, Blue Chip Stardust Event Center, Michigan City, IN 46360

Green Business Spotlight: Bluestar Wealth Advisory of

Raymond James

"y Please join us in thanking Bluestar Wealth
Advisory of Raymond James for renewing
BLUESTAR their membership in our HEC Green
e T R S Business Program at the Wildlife Warriors
level!

RAYMOND JAMES

Bluestar Wealth Advisory of Raymond James has a focus on sustainable investing and helps
businesses, individuals, and organizations navigate the rapidly growing options in the field.
That includes selecting sustainable investing strategies that align with your values and the
causes you're most passionate about. Please support Bluestar Wealth Advisory and all of our
other HEC Green Businesses across Indiana!

HEC in the News

» Federal judge sets aside Houston South forest project approval, Dubois County Herald,
September 24, 2026

« Campaign urges engines off for kids, The Journal Gazette, September 23, 2026

» Feds roll back climate change regulations at Indiana power plants, Indianapolis Star,
September 22, 2026

« Zionsville wants to keep LEAP discharge out of town waterways, Indianapolis Star,
September 21, 2026

« How NDAs are hiding data center details from the public, Indiana Public Media,
September 21, 2026

» Federal District Court vacates Houston South Project Decision, ending_seven-year legal
battle, WBIW, September 18, 2026

« EPA proposal on coal ash poses a “good news, bad news” case, The Journal Gazette,
September 18, 2026

« Court halts logging_and burning_in part of Hoosier National Forest, Indianapolis Star,
September 18, 2026

« Cost of inflation, long-lasting_impact, everyday occurrence, The Journal Gazette,
September 18, 2026

+ Jason Donati: Data center growth, wetland destruction is the other greatest spectacle in
racing, Daily Journal, September 16, 2026

» Indiana could take over coal ash regulation from the EPA, WFYI, September 15, 2026

« EPA moving_ forward with approval of Indiana coal ash program, Post Tribune, September
15, 2026
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https://www.wbiw.com/2026/09/17/federal-district-court-vacates-houston-south-project-decision-ending-seven-year-legal-battle/?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://www.indystar.com/story/news/environment/2026/09/18/judge-orders-hoosier-national-forest-logging-burns-to-stop/91807536007/?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/09/15/epa-moving-forward-with-approval-fo-indiana-coal-ash-program/?sourceid=1120278&emci=5dc32b56-49b4-f111-a6a7-0022482a9a8d&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

Made it all the way to the end? Consider making a donation to support our programs.
Support Our Work

Hoosier Environmental Council | 317-685-8800 | comments@hecweb.org www.hecweb.org
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