
Monday, August 3

{{FirstName or 'Friend'}},

Hoosiers in every corner of the state should take note of
an alarming energy development at the LEAP AI data
center site in Lebanon, Indiana. Meta, the company
building the data center, recently submitted a permit to
use 65 gas-powered engines as their primary source of
power. To put this into perspective, the gas engine permit
requests roughly 130 MW of power, which is about 14 times
the amount of power used by the combined residential
accounts of the entire city of Lebanon. 

HEC finds this concerning for three reasons.

1. The META data center is not expected to be connected to the electric grid until late
2027 or beyond, and these gas engines generate far more NOx, CO2, formaldehyde,
and other pollutants than a more traditional gas power plant of a similar size.

2. The data center may run the diesel back-up engines more often. The power grid is
much more reliable than a fleet of gas engines, which aren’t built to power data centers in
the first place. Malfunctioning or broken-down gas engines can mean an increased
reliance on the facility’s backup diesel engines, which emit even more pollution than their
gas counterparts. In recent discussions with IDEM leadership, HEC confirmed that gas
engine failure qualifies as an emergency response, allowing diesel generators to run with
much less regulation. This actually happened at a hyperscale data center in Virginia.
When similar “behind the meter” power sources failed, the center ran diesel generators for
24 hours straight.

3. This could create a dangerous precedent for our state. The Meta project is not an
isolated incident. By 2030, data centers are poised to demand more energy than all
Hoosier households. If supplying primary power sources instead of relying on the grid
becomes a trend, Indiana runs the risk of having a “shadow” grid that is subject to a lot
less public and regulatory scrutiny and greater risks from pollution.

So, what can you do about it? If you live in Boone County, make public comments at the
hearing on Thursday, August 6 at  PM. You don't have to be an expert – you just have to be a
concerned citizen! You can save this email and join the virtual call on Thursday with the
button below. Need help preparing your comments? Contact Rebecca TeKolste, HEC's
Senior Climate and Energy Director.  

If you're not a Boone County resident, keep an eye on any data center developments near
you – and stay tuned. We'll keep you updated on all things data centers. 
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Jump on the Call Email Rebecca Learn More

Know Your H20 this Water Quality Month

Did you know that August is Water Quality Awareness Month? Established in 2005 by the
EPA, August is the perfect month to get to know your H20 and level up your water quality
advocacy. We're so excited to spend this month sharing water quality facts - and a few
chances to fight for better water quality in the Hoosier state.

Ready to get started? Check out the events below.

August 19 & 20 | 8:00 AM | Indiana Water Summit | the
Biltwell Event Center in Indianapolis | Join the White River
Alliance in examining the complex interests and issues
that face Indiana's water supply during this two-day
conference. Today is the final day to register.
August 20 | 6:00 PM | Solar 101 | Carmel Clay Public
Library | Coal and gas-fired power plants threaten our
water resources. So why not learn all about getting solar
panels? Join Carmel Green Initiative and partners to learn
more about generating your own energy through rooftop
solar. 

Regenerative Agriculture Improves Water Quality

From cover cropping to no-till practices, it's no secret that
regenerative agriculture improves water quality. This August,
we invite you to attend our one-day workshop on Tuesday,
August 25, Regenerating the Land: Practical Solutions for
Hoosier Farms. 

Join HEC and our partner, Ancilla Beef and Grain, on the
tranquil campus of the Lindenwood Retreat and Conference
Center in Plymouth, Indiana. Enjoy a lineup of expert
speakers, networking opportunities, and a tour of operations
at Ancilla Beef and Grain. 

Tickets cost $50 and include lunch and a light breakfast.
Don't wait - grab yours today!

 

Regenerating the Land: Practical Solutions for Hoosier Farms

Tuesday, August 25 | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center on the Campus of Marian University Plymouth
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Learn More & Purchase Tickets

Take Water Quality Action

When you think of water pollution, do you picture burning
coal? Unless you live right next to a coal plant, you might not
realize that the waste left behind from burning coal, called
coal ash, contaminates groundwater with heavy metals when
it's stored improperly. The CCR (Coal Combustion Residuals)
rule, which was established by the EPA in 2015, regulated
coal ash storage so no new coal ash could be stored wet in
pits to protect groundwater. It also forced utilities to begin
cleaning up "legacy" coal ash pits from before the EPA 
established disposal requirements.

But the CCR rule is under attack. The EPA is to poised exempt roughly half of legacy coal ash
units from requirements and reduce standards for sites that still have requirements, putting
groundwater at grave risk for heavy metal contamination. It would also allow coal ash to sit in
uncovered piles indefinitely and be used as fill - a base for construction projects - where it will
contaminate water and soil, and blow in the wind, creating a breathing hazard.

Indiana has tens of millions of tons of coal ash, most of which is stored improperly and
awaiting cleanup. That's why Hoosiers need to speak up - and August is the perfect month to
do so. In less than 1 minute, you can reach out to your US Congress representatives. 

Yes, I want to protect my drinking water from heavy metals

HEC News & Views

Wetland trade-off program under scrutiny due to delayed mitigation efforts, with David Van
Gilder, The Journal Gazette July 31, 2026
Local effort to double area of Deam Wilderness gaining steam, with David Van Gilder,
WFIU, July 24, 2026
Local solar co-op chooses installer; co-op opportunity closing soon, WBIW, July 20, 2026
Protecting the Source, with David Van Gilder, Edible Michiana, 2026

Upcoming Events

The events below are in Eastern Standard Time unless otherwise denoted.

August 11 | 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | Open Farm Night, Kayleo Urban Farm, 5400 Guion Rd.,
Indianapolis, IN 46254
August 18 | 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM | Yoga on the Farm with Jordan, 5400 Guion Rd.,
Indianapolis, IN 46254
August 19 - 20 | Indiana Water Summit, The Biltwell Event Center, 950 S White River
Pkwy Dr W, Indianapolis, IN 46221
August 20 | 6:00 PM | Solar 101, Carmel Clay Public Library, 425 East Main Street,
Carmel, IN 46023
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August 25 | 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM | Regenerating the Land: Practical Solutions for Hoosier
Farms, Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center, 9601 Union Rd, Plymouth, IN 46563 

 

Made it all the way to the end? Consider making a donation to support our programs.

Support Our Work

 

Hoosier Environmental Council | 317-685-8800 | comments@hecweb.org | www.hecweb.org

STAY CONNECTED

Hoosier Environmental Council
3951 N. Meridian St

Suite 100
Indianapolis, IN 46208
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