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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT: HEC’S RECENT 
PROGRESS AND PRIORITIES FOR THE FUTURE

Our Goals Preserving Our Natural PlacesSafeguarding Environmental HealthAdvancing Environmental Justice Protecting our Waters

Our 
Recent 

Progress

Secured a victory in federal 
court against the Army Corps 
for failing to hold a factory 
farm developer accountable for 
destroying wetlands under the 
mistaken view that wetlands 
on cropland are exempt from 
regulation under the Clean 
Water Act. The Court’s decision 
makes clear that is not so.

Presented on environmental 
racism and environmental justice 
reaching more than 500 people, 
many new audiences including 
business, legal, religious, and 
scientific communities. 

Secured a partial legal victory 
that will protect Lake Monroe 
from harm due to a poorly-
planned Hoosier National 
Forest logging project.

Through testimony and advocacy, 
HEC helped pass a new law 
allowing property owners in solar-
restrictive homeowner associations 
(HOAs) to petition for rooftop solar 
in their community.

Expanded the Lead Coalition 
to 48 members and headed it 
in tracking state and federal 
policy on childhood lead 
poisoning, producing a 12-page 
technical comment to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.

Complete one segment of the 
Mounds Greenway, a linear 
park and trail from Anderson 
to Muncie, that will eventually 
stretch throughout east 
central Indiana and to central 
Indiana via a greenway 
extension along the White 
River to Indianapolis.

Continue working with county 
officials around the state to add 
local solar ordinances, in particular 
those that are pollinator-friendly, 
while expanding access to 
community solar (such as co-ops).

Our 
Priorities 

for the 
Future

Continue pursuing a CWA 
citizen lawsuit against a 
factory farm developer that 
unlawfully destroyed hundreds 
of acres of wetlands and filled 
several tributary ditches of the 
Kankakee River.

Provide education on the 
links between environmental 
exposures and asthma. 

Resolve litigation challenging 
the Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management’s 
approval of a closure plan that 
unlawfully allows millions of tons of 
toxic coal ash to remain submerged 
in 20 feet of groundwater next to 
the Ohio River.

Fostering a Sustainable Energy Future

HEC’s progress and priorities for tomorrow are made possible because of the kind support of people like you. 
Please give by June 30th to support our End-of-Fiscal Year Campaign. Thank You! hecweb.org/donate



During the 2022 Legislative Session, HEC:
1. Held 72 meetings with lawmakers to support 

beneficial policy proposals while defeating 
harmful ones on topics that included a “no 
more stringent than” bill, carbon capture and 
sequestration, and anti-transit legislation.

2. Testified in 14 committee hearings on topics 
including renewable energy, electric vehicle 
infrastructure, and water-related state policy.

3. Made 2,108 contacts updating supporters, 
advocates, and grassroots organizers on 
environmental policy developments. 

In the Courts and State and Federal 
Agencies, HEC:
1. Spearheaded our wetland and water-related 

permits watch-dogging program, reviewing 
33 draft permits, and submitting 4 technical 
comments. This effort ensures citizens’ voices are 
heard on agency decisions that impact our rivers, 
lakes, streams, and wetlands. 

2. Submitted 3 technical comments on 2 coal ash 
closure plans, and 1 forest conservation project.

3. Produced an impactful 5-minute video (tinyurl.
com/29k479ns) on the hazards of coal ash in 
Michigan City which helped secure the U.S. EPA’s 
commitment to a risk assessment.

In Communities across Indiana, HEC:
1. Provided environmental justice training to 

10 residents of 3 environmentally distressed 
neighborhoods, enabling them to advocate for 
—and win—land use decisions benefitting their 
communities.

2. Held forums in 4 counties on sustainable food 
and farming, raising awareness of the need to 
transition away from polluting factory farms.

3. Co-organized and co-hosted 4 well-attended 
citizens’ town halls on the Mid-States Corridor 
Highway project.

     BY THE 
NUMBERS

This Summer Stand with HEC
Discovering and Protecting Indiana’s Natural Beauty Now and for Future Generations of Hoosiers
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