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Saving a Unique Indiana Landscape
The Mid-States Corridor – a wrong turn for southern Indiana

• About the project

• Expected impacts

• Project status

• Next steps – coalition engagement





What’s at risk?
• Up to 2,000 acres of forestland cleared
• 800 acres of floodplain and 60 acres of wetlands filled 
• Nearly 20 miles of streams disturbed or destroyed, including 500 acres of karst 

features in the Lost River watershed harmed or destroyed
• Over 1,500 acres of farmland paved 
• As many as 255 homes and 51 businesses lost

Outdoor recreation areas: HNF, Martin State Forest, East Fork White River, hiking, 
biking and horse trails, caves, that contribute to a $16 billion outdoor recreation 
economy in Indiana













From Significant Features of the Indiana Karst--

“The pit-marked lands of southern Indiana, where placid 

streams disappear and riotous storm waters are swallowed up 

and disgorged from mysterious subterranean routes, constitute 

a singular geomorphic area of unusual lore and challenging 

inquiry.  During the past 60 years the Indiana Academy of 

Science has held eleven field meetings in this area and at least 

30 papers baring on the region have appeared in the Academy 

Proceedings.”

-- Clyde Malott, Indiana University, 1944







The Hoosier cavefish, a new and 

endangered species

(Amblyopsidae, Amblyopsis) 

from the caves
of southern Indiana

ZooKeys 412: 41–57 (2014)
doi: 10.3897/zookeys.412.7245
www.zookeys.org



Stop the 
Mid-states 
Corridor 



• Expanding the coalition

• Coordinating with local allies

• Technical and policy input to INDOT/highway planners

• Letter to Gov. Holcomb

• Town Halls

Next Steps



A better path forward

• Fix the roads we have – improved safety 

• Invest more in other essential infrastructure –

broadband, safe drinking water, rural health care, 

schools, parks, trails and outdoor access  

• Expand on the outdoor recreation economy & heritage 

tourism

• Improved quality of life as the key metric for progress



Take action

• Email Governor Eric Holcomb eholcomb@gov.in.gov

• Email your state legislators 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/

www.nomidstates.org

mailto:eholcomb@gov.in.gov
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/find-legislators/
http://www.nomidstates.org/

