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Duke Energy Coal Ash Closure Plan for Primary Pond  

Comments due July 10, 2021 

Comments should be sent to:  

Lindsey Hummel 
IDEM, Office of Land Quality 
100 North Senate Ave., IGCN 1154  
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2251  
Attn: Lindsey Hummel 
LHummel@idem.IN.gov   
Please refer to SW Program ID 22-UP-01 in all correspondence. 
 

More information about the Gallagher Primary (ash) Pond 

• On the banks of the Ohio River, in the shadow of Floyds Knobs outside of New Albany, sit eight 

coal ash disposal sites – 7 surface impoundments (ponds) and one coal ash landfill -- containing 

about 9 1/2 million tons of toxic coal ash.  Groundwater has infiltrated the lower levels of the 

unlined Gallagher Generating Station surface impoundments, saturating the ash, and 

contaminating the underlying aquifer. The shallow aquifer at this location exchanges water with 

the Ohio River, so the coal ash contaminants are flowing into the river.  

 

• Duke has received IDEM approval to close the North Ash Pond and Primary Pond Ash Fill -- 

containing about 3 million tons of coal ash -- in place, even though the lower twenty feet or 

more of the ash is sitting in groundwater.   This IDEM approval is under legal challenge. 

 

• For the Primary Pond, located between the North Pond and Primary Pond Ash Fill, Duke is 

proposing to build an underground "slurry wall" intended to keep the contaminated 

groundwater underneath the primary pond from moving away from the primary pond footprint. 

The Primary Pond contains over 481,000 tons of coal ash.  

 

• A slurry wall can be a legitimate means of isolating contaminated groundwater, but in this case, 

it is virtually meaningless since the coal ash in the North ash pond and the primary pond ash fill 

borders the primary pond on two sides, and the ash in these two ponds is inundated by 

groundwater. The bottom elevation of the ash in these two ponds is 20 or more feet below the 

surface of the water table.   

 

• IDEM, for unjustifiable reasons, has chosen to treat ash ponds subject to the federal coal ash 

rule differently than ash ponds only subject to the state closure rule. As a result, IDEM considers 

it acceptable to have ash in contact with groundwater under the state rule but not under the 

federal rule.  So this results in different closure standards for the 3 adjacent ash ponds -- North 

ash pond, primary pond, and primary pond ash fill -- even though the conditions at each pond 

are the same, and in fact these 3 ponds were all established in the footprint of the original ash 
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pond.  There is one mass of coal ash, all inundated by groundwater, even though, for badly 

flawed reasons, it is being treated differently for closure purposes.   

 

• Groundwater at the Gallagher coal ash ponds is contaminated with arsenic, cobalt, lithium, 

molybdenum, radium, and boron.   Arsenic – a poisonous metal that causes cancer -- has been 

measured at concentrations as much as fifteen times the national drinking water standard.  

Molybdenum was measured at 47 times the groundwater standard.  Arsenic that reaches the 

Ohio River can accumulate in the food chain, resulting in sport fish being unsafe for 

consumption, particularly by children, women of child-bearing age and pregnant women.   

 

• HEC, the Ohio River Waterkeeper and other organizations are demanding that Duke clean up 

these polluting coal ash ponds by excavating the ash, recycling as much as possible, and moving 

the remainder to a lined, modern landfill out of the river’s floodplain.   

 

• This is exactly the course that Duke Energy is taking for its leaking coal ash ponds in North 

Carolina. Hoosiers should be entitled to the same level of protection as the people of North 

Carolina.    


