Old-growth forests store a treasure trove of carbon

BILL KEETON
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Wayburn’s group is managing
the van Eck Forest Project in
Humboldt County, the first forest
carbon project registered with the
California Climate Action Registry.
To achieve CO2 emissions reductions, the forest’s redwood trees
will be allowed to grow older and
therefore larger than under a

business-as-usual forestry scenario. The amount of timber
harvested from the property will
always be less than the volume
of new forest growth. The
changes will allow the land to
sequester an additional 500,000
metric tons of CO2 over the next
100 years.

“But keep in mind that the
most important thing is to take
quick action to stop pumping
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere,” Law warns.
—JANET PELLEY
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