HEC’s Quick Guide to Commonly Used Terms and Phrases
Some of the policies that we work on:

Anti-degradation:  Anti-degradation is a federal Clean Water Act policy that keeps our cleanest waters clean and prevents their water quality being degraded below existing levels.
HSR: High speed rail.   In Indiana, this refers to the three proposed high speed rail lines – Chicago to Indy to Cincinnati, Chicago to Fort Wayne to Cleveland, and Chicago through Northwest Indiana into Michigan.
Net metering:  A billing arrangement that allows business owners and home owners to lower  or even eliminate monthly electricity bills by generating their own electricity on-site with small wind or solar installations, and getting credit for putting extra electricity back on the grid.

PACE bonds:  Property Assessed Clean Energy bonds are a form of renewable energy financing issued by cities or counties, with the revenue used for loans to homes and businesses for energy efficiency improvements or on-site renewable energy systems.  The loans are repaid as part of property tax payments. 

RES: Renewable Electricity Standard -- an RES creates a guaranteed market for renewable sources of electricity by mandating that electric utilities produce a certain percentage of their total electricity from various renewable resources.

SB 251: A controversial energy bill passed in the 2011 legislative session which would create a strictly voluntary clean energy electricity standard program, standing in sharp contrast to an RES (described above).   This bill has a very wide definition of “clean energy,” including coal, coal bed methane, nuclear energy, waste to energy facilities, and different kinds of potentially environmentally harmful biomass technologies.
Some of the technologies and industrial facilities that we talk about:

Biomass energy:  Energy generated from the combustion or digestion of vegetative materials and animal wastes. 

CAFO:  Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation -- CAFOs are the largest sized livestock operations and house a minimum of 700 cattle, 2500 hogs, or 100,000 chickens or turkeys.  The animals are bred and raised in confinement – typically a covered barn with small enclosures that hold one or more animals.    

CFO:  Confined Feeding Operation -- CFOs are the smaller of the regulated livestock operations and house a minimum of 300 cattle, 600 hogs, or 30,000 chickens or turkeys.

Fracking: An abbreviation for hydraulic fracturing, which is a process used in oil, gas and methane extraction.  Fracking fluids containing sand are pumped under high pressure into underground rock formations or coal seams, propping open fractures so that the oil, gas or methane flows more freely to the surface.  

OWB: Outdoor Wood Boiler – a wood-fired furnace that sits outside of the building it heats.  Comparable to a wood burning stove, but OWB’s produce more heat and more emissions than their inside the building counterparts.   
Some of the government agencies and organizations that we work with:

DNR: Department of Natural Resources.  The state agency responsible for managing Indiana’s public outdoor lands, such as state parks and fish and wildlife areas; for regulating oil, gas, and coal extraction; for regulating development in floodways; for managing fish and wildlife resources; and for providing outdoor recreation facilities like trails and public access sites to waterways.  

IBCEE:   Indiana Businesses for a Clean Energy Economy.   IBCEE is a network of businesses that work together to bring more renewable energy and clean energy friendly policies to the state of Indiana.

IDEM: Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  The state agency responsible for implementing and enforcing state and federal environmental protection laws, such as the Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act.  
INDOT: Indiana Department of Transportation.  The state agency responsible for constructing and maintaining state and interstate highways, and implementing several federal transportation grant programs. 

IURC: Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission.  A state government body that develops and implements rules that govern the behavior of utilities, including electric power companies like Duke, IPL, AEP, Vectren, and NIPSCO.
OISC: Office of the Indiana State Chemist. The state agency responsible for regulating pesticide and fertilizer use.  
Some of the waste that we deal with:
Blue green algae:  Blue-green algae is the common name for cyanobacteria, an algae-like bacteria that turns water a greenish color, forms scummy blankets on the surface of the water, and creates toxins (known as cyanotoxins) that can cause rashes and illness in humans and animals when they come in contact with the algae or consume it.

Coal ash: a colloquial term for coal combustion waste. 

Coal combustion waste:  The total waste left over after coal is burned to create electricity.  Coal combustion waste (CCW) includes fly ash, bottom ash, boiler slag, and flue gas desulfurization sludge.  CCW is the second largest waste stream in the U.S.

Fly ash:  The finest of coal ash particles. It is called "fly" ash because it is transported up the smokestack from the combustion chamber by exhaust gases.
Manure lagoon:  A manure lagoon is a large pit (either open to the air or beneath an animal barn) that stores manure.  

